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GENETIC TESTING

Scientific  advancements keep coming thick and fast.  Some of the recent changes in 
disease diagnosis, prevention and treatment in human and now veterinary medicine 
relates to genetic makeup of the effected individual.   In ourselves there are genetic 
markers identified for some cancers, immune-mediated, congenital diseases and more.
With animals there are some breed specific diseases which can be identified, eg some 
bleeding disorders, eye problems and nervous system diseases. These may be identified 
in an individual that has not even shown any clinical disease.  This can help eliminate 
some devastating diseases from the breeding program of certain breeds.  Not all known 
genetic disease have tests available yet but their availability means that breeders should 
be aware of the advances taking place in their specific breed.
If you are a dog or cat breeder be aware of what genetic diseases can effect your breed 
and use genetic testing as another step to ensure healthy young and a good reputation.  
Many genetic diseases will not be seen in the mother and father but subsequently they 
will show up in the puppies or kittens.  Genetic testing can help eliminate this from 
happening.
Breed Identification DNA can help identify what breed of dogs your crossbred dog has 
in its heritage.  It is not designed to identify whether an individual is a purebred or not. 
If your crossbred dog has a particular breed present which is known to carry genetic  
diseases these too can be tested for as they would be in the purebred.
This DNA testing also gives owners an idea on how big their dog may grow which 
makes it easier to give feeding advice.
It is also a much debated topic to know what the breed of any given dog is and this can 
give the answer by choosing from over 200 purebred dog breeds.
The DNA test  requires a quick blood sample which is sent away for analysis.   You 
receive a family tree plus other information relating to the breeds of your pet, nutrition 
and possible genetic diseases.
If you are interested in a DNA test for your pet contact us on 4667 1176 

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
LETTER FROM LUCKY

(the Editor)
Dear Pet owner and 4 legged-mates,

“I think animal testing is a terrible idea; they 
get all nervous and give the wrong answers” 
quote Stephen Fry.
I agree with Stephen!! Today I had to put my 
best paw forward and give a sample of blood 
for a DNA test.  The DNA test can help identify 
which breeds of dog are present in my body. 
Yikes. I’m not sure what is worse donating my 
precious crossbred blood or finding out about 
the skeletons in my closet.  Anyway ‘Boo’ did it 
too and she is a girl so I thought I’d best be 
brave.  
So now we are both patiently waiting to find 
out what our genetic makeup is.
This might sound trivial to you ‘pure-breds’ out 
there but it is possible that some of the genetic 
diseases associated with your breed can be 
passed on to us too. 
There might not be the same stigma these days 
to being of ‘mixed breeding’ now that many 
designer breeds have become so popular, but it 
is important to realize that we too can suffer 
from genetic diseases.
That is where this test can come in handy. By 
recognising who we really are the vets have a 
better chance of recognising possible diseases 
we could get, how big we are expected to grow, 
what behaviour problems we may be 
susceptible to (eg digging holes) and other 
weird things.
Anyway Boo and I are really keen to find out, 
so we’ve done ‘the test’ and both of us are 
hoping to get all the answers write (“shouldn’t 
that be right Lucky?” sneered Boo)
If your want to have a guess on ‘who’ we might 
be go to our facebook page and vote on our 
photos on the wall with your best guess.  I’m 
sure the girls will have a prize for this important 
test result!!
Watch this space….

Until next time
Paws truly,
Lucky
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Staff Profile
Hello, my name is Zoe and I have been 
working  at  Condamine  Vets  since 
Cathy opened here in February, 2011. 
I have worked with Cathy before and 
jumped at the chance to once again be 
a  part  of  her  team! I  have a special 
interest  in  dog  and  cat  behaviour 
issues  and  love  to  run  the  Puppy 
Preschool  classes.  At  home,  my 
husband and I have two 
Staffy  dogs  and  one 
spoilt cat who all love to 
play  with  our  children 
on  our  farm  outside  of 
Warwick.
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